Summary. Seasonal An increase in humidity at temperatures above 26-27 °C induced thermal discomfort in the Muscovy drake, expressed by a significant decrease in sperm motility.
Semen characteristics. &horbar; Semen volume was determined by collecting the semen in a test tube especially designed for the purpose (Gvaryahu et al., 19841. Sperm concentration was measured using the microspermatocrit method (Taneja and Gowe, 1961) calibrated for an absolute number of spermatozoa by a hemocytometer. Sperm motility was graded according to Pistenma et al. (1971) on a scale of 0 to 5. Drake libido. - (Brounlee, 1965 (Perek and Snapir, 1963) , as follows : subperiod 1, the first 6 weeks ; subperiod 2, the following 8 weeks ; subperiod 3, the last 12 weeks. In these periods, the temperature product ranged between 90-190, 200- (Sokolova, 1945 Gomot, 1973) , and in May (Koll and Krause, 1979) .
The Muscovy duck originated in Mexico and Brazil, and its geographical distribution is concentrated primarily between the 0 and 20th latitudes (Delacoar, 1959) . The reproductive season in these regions ranges from March to May (Phillips, 1922 Temperature&horbar;Humidity. &horbar; Decrease of fertility due to low semen quality in the summer heat was reported in rams, chickens and bulls (Cupps et al., 1960 ; Kamar and Badreldin, 1959 ; Schindler et al., 1957 ; Erb et al., 1942) . In the present study of the Muscovy drake, a significant negative correlation between the rate of sperm motility and temperature range product as well as temperature humidity range product was found during the experimental period ( 
